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INSTRUCTIONAL TASK 15

TASK 15
WORD MATRIX

One of the six instructional shifts in the CCSS suggests an instructional change in

the teaching of Academic Vocabulary. The Common Core recognizes three tiers of
vocabulary. Tier 1 words are those acquired through every day speech and are usually
learned in the early grades. Tier 2 words are general academic vocabulary that appears
across all types of text. Tier 3 words are those words that are specifically tied to content
and are found in textbook glossaries. This task is is designed to help students identify Tier
2 and 3 words, allow for explicit vocabulary instruction, and consider tone and formality
in an authors word selection. This task can be adjusted to include a writing and/or
speaking component.

Steps Outlined:
1. Select two or more texts related to the same topic. Ideally these would have different tone
and formality.
2. Using the “Word Matrix Instructions” included below, review the use of the Word Matrix found at

http://www.readwritethink.org/ classroom-resources/student-interactives/ word-matrix-3007 1 .html.

If Internet access is unavailable, consider using the “Word Matrix” graphic organizer based on the
Word Matrix website, included below. Also consider modeling the Word Matrix using words already
familiar to the students.

3. Students read the first selected text once without stopping.

4. Next, they re-read the text looking for key vocabulary words or terms, words that help the reader
understand the topic and the author’s point of view.

5. Repeat steps 3 and 4 for the second reading.

6. Using the Word Matrix or the graphic organizer included below, students complete an analysis for
each text selection.

7. Allow students to select 2-3 words that are new to them and use a thesaurus to find alternative
words. Then determine if the alternative words have the same tone and formality as the words
they replaced. This could also be done with words students have deemed meaningful or significant
to the meaning of the text.

8. Students share their results with a partner or small group and consider the following (this could be
a class discussion or writing assignment):

a. compare/contrast the texts tone and formality based on the result of the Word Matrix.

b. How do the texts differ in purpose and/or audience? In what ways did the tone and formality help
you determine the purpose or audience.

Source:
Read, White, Think. “Word Matrix.” Accessed April 19, 2013.

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/word matrix/
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INSTRUCTIONAL TASK 15 (continued)

WORD MATRIX INSTRUCTIONS

1. Go to: http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/word matrix/

2. Enter your name.
3. Click on “organize words by connotation”, read the instructions and then click on “close window” to begin adding words.

4. To add your own words to the matrix click on “New concept” written in green text. This will allow you to label your topic and
enter your own words, rather than use the preselected words.

5. Type the title or topic you will be reviewing in the box that appears.
6. Click “+ Add more words” to add vocabulary from the reading selections to the list.

7. Drag the words to their appropriate location along the X axis. Place words along the axis based on the positive or negative tone of
the word.

8. When the words have all been added, click the vertical line under “change matrix” and adjust the location of the words based on
their formality.

9. TFinally, click on the crossed lines under “change matrix” to see how the vocabulary lines up in terms of tone and formality,
adjusting location of the words to reflect both their connotation/tone and register/formality.

10. Print your final document if you would like a record of your work.

WORD MATRIX

Negative
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