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Instructional Task 15 Model
TASK 15

WORD MATRIX 

Step 1: Model the Word Matrix, either online: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/word_matrix/  
or with the handout, using words already familiar to the students.

Step 2: Select two or more texts related to the same topic. Ideally these 
would have different tone and formality.

Step 3: Students read the first selected text once without stopping.

Step 4: Students re-read the text looking for key vocabulary words or 
terms, words that help the reader understand the topic and the author’s 
point of view.

Step 5: Repeat steps 3 and 4 for the second reading.

The Evil Empire
by Newt Gingrich

(From: The Evil Empire—Collection #10001)
…The scale of Reagan’s courage emerged clearly in light of the 
responses to these two speeches. The pushback from the mainstream media 
was particularly strong, not unsurprising because the American news 
media was deeply committed to the secular left. In the tradition of 
H.L. Mencken, the media reacted viscerally, instinctively, and savagely 
to any reference that suggested religious, moral, or other kind of 
judgment. Anthony Lewis wrote in The New York Times that “Reagan used 
sectarian religiosity to sell a political program. The Evil Empire 
speech was primitive, a mirror-image of crude Soviet rhetoric. What 
is the world to think when the greatest of powers is led by a man who 
applies to the most difficult human problem of a simplistic theology?” 
The core notion of Lewis’s criticism was of moral equivalence…

Verbal Expression
say

assert
state
chide
bark

comment
impart

grumble
nag

Formal

Informal

PositiveNegative

impart

state

say

assert

commentchidebark

grumblenag

Regan heroically 
fighting against  
the media

labelling

Religion=  
morality= 
judgement?

http://www.ahsociety.org
http://www.4score.org
http://www.4score.org
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/word_matrix/
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Instructional Task 15 Model (continued)

Step 5 (CONTINUED) 

Reagan and the Cold War
by Patrick J. Garrity

(From: The Evil Empire—Collection #10001)
On Principle | December 2002 | vol. X | no. 6

http://ashbrook.org/publications/onprin-v10n6-garrity/

…The American foreign policy establishment has a different explanation 
for the end of the Cold War: Containment of the Soviet Union finally 
worked. Containment was the bipartisan U.S. national security policy 
initially adopted in the late 1940s and pursued (according to the 
establishment) resolutely by successive presidential administrations, 
Republican and Democrat. The United States won the Cold War because it 
outlasted the Soviet Union through a battle of attrition, not because 
of any brilliant strategic maneuvers. Reagan played an important role 
in this process, but he was merely standing on the shoulders of giants 
beginning with Truman, Marshall, and Acheson…  

Step 6: Using the Word Matrix, students complete an analysis for each text selection. 
 

Step 7: Allow students to select 2-3 words that are new to them and use a thesaurus to find 
alternative words. Then determine if the alternative words have the same tone and formality as 
the words they replaced. This could also be done with words students have deemed meaningful or 
significant to the meaning of the text.

not just the 
republicans were 
responsible 

labelling

The groundwork had been laid long before Reagan

—ROBERT

EVIL EMPIRE

courage

pushback

viscerally

instinctively

religious

moral

savagely

Formal

Informal

PositiveNegative

religious,
moral

courage

pushbacksavagely

viscerally, 
instinctively

Viscerally: second nature, natural, instinctively

Moral: virtuous, worthy,correct	

Source: 
http://www.thesaurus.com

http://www.ahsociety.org
http://www.4score.org
http://ashbrook.org/publications/onprin-v10n6-garrity/
http://www.thesaurus.com
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Instructional Task 15 Model (continued)

Step 7 (CONTINUED)

REAGAN AND  
THE COLD WAR

establishment

containment

Bipartisan

attrition

outlasted

shoulders of  giants

Attrition: weakening, wearing away, erosion 
Containment: command, mastery, domination

Source: 
http://www.thesaurus.com

Formal

Informal

PositiveNegative

containment

shoulders of 
giants

bipartisan

attrition

establishment

outlasted

http://www.thesaurus.com

