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Teacher-to-Teacher
Karnow was there at the beginning of  the war, and by some estimates, has written the definitive book on this war.  Karnow’s brief  
article is a simple way for students to dip their toes into what would become the Vietnam War.  A seemingly isolated incident will 
serve as the ‘shot heard ‘round the world’ for U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. Students can look at the Vietnam War, a hot 
war lasting approximately ten years, through the larger context of  the Cold War that spanned over four decades long. Consider 
asking students to search for other iconic images of  the Vietnam Era, such as the Napalm Girl, Burning Monk, Pentagon protests 
and Kent State among others, many of  which are not in public domain but can be used by individual teachers to tell the story 
of  Vietnam. In addition, students can examine comparisons made between Vietnam and Iraq and the final document’s links to 
military action related to the 1973 War Powers Resolution.

Note: “The War Powers Resolution-After Thirty Years” does not contain the full text as it is very long. Please consider using the links to events in which 
the War Powers Resolution was challenged or named to further discuss the impact of  Vietnam on the American presidency and military.

Literature Connection: Poem by Muriel Rukeyser, Going After Cacciato by Tim O’Brien

Recommended 
Instructional Strategies

Task 2 
One Sentence Summaries

Task 7 
Close Reading: Focus Question 

Task 18 
Sow, Sew, So What?

Task 23 
Identifying Claim/Evidence

Task 24 
QFT (Question Focus Technique)

Task 25 
Document Analysis/Sourcing

²	 First Blood In Vietnam 
	 by Stanley Karnow ARTICLE

²	 73 - The President's  
	 News Conference  
	 April 7, 1954 DOCUMENT

²	 Red Bomb Kills Two 		
	 Americans DOCUMENT, IMAGE

²	 Gulf  of  Tonkin Resolution, 	
	 as introduced, S.J. Res. 189, 	
	 August 5, 1964 DOCUMENT

²	 LBJ and Gulf  of  Tonkin 		
	 speech VIDEO LINK

²	 Cutting Our Losses in South 	
	 Vietnam DOCUMENT

²	 Uncle Sam Carrying an 
	 M-16 Rifle CARTOON

²	 Nixon's "Silent Majority" 	
	 or “Vietnamization”  
	 Speech DOCUMENT

²	 Protest and War  
	 Pictures IMAGE

²	 War Powers Resolution  
	 (1973) DOCUMENT

²	 Vietnam War Memorial IMAGE

²	 Iraq and Vietnam: 		
	 Differences, Similarities, 	
	 and Insights DOCUMENT

²	 RL32267—The War Powers 	
	 Resolution: After Thirty  
	 Years DOCUMENT

09004
Era 9: Postwar United States (1945 to early 1970s)
Era 10: Contemporary United States  (1968 to the present)

THEMES: American Identity, Culture, Globalization,  
Politics and Citizenship, War and Diplomacy

First Blood  
In Vietnam

Question Focus Examples for Task 24 
The Vietnam War highlighted the limitations of  American military and morality. 

A Bell UH-1D helicopter climbs skyward after 
discharging a load of U.S. infantrymen on a search 

and destroy mission
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Guiding Questions
Why did the United States engage in the Vietnam War?

How did Vietnam affect future wars?
How was the Vietnam War different from and similar to  

other wars the United States has been involved?
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