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ERA 3: REVOLUTION AND THE NEW NATION (1754-1820S)
THEMES: AMERICAN IDENTITY, POLITICS AND
CITIZENSHIP, WAR AND DIPLOMACY

FRANKLIN
CHARMS PARIS

Guiding Questions
How did the American Revolution affect the rest of the world?
How was the American Revolution affected

by European politics?

Can revolution be successful without funding? Allies? Deceit? Benjamin Franklin in Paris.

Question Focus Examples for Task 24

Revolutions require funding, allies, and deceit to be successful.
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4 Teacher-to-Teacher N

Through the article and other documents in this collection, students will have an opportunity to answer the guiding questions
by looking at the American Revolution from a different perspective than is normally found in textbooks. Students should have
some background knowledge of both Ben Franklin’s and France’s role in the American Revolution. Students will be able to
answer the guiding questions by synthesizing what they already know of Ben Franklin, the American Revolution, and France’s
role in the Revolution with the information provided in the article and documents. Additionally, students could analyze how our
relationship with France evolved from the French/Indian Wars to the Revolutionary War. Also consider comparing the American
French alliance of the Revolutionary War to those of other revolutions (for example French Revolution or modern revolutionary
movements like those of the Arab Spring).

Literature Connection: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

by Benjamin Franklin, The Contrast by Royall Tyler
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