
Teacher-to-Teacher
Students could use the Billington article as an introduction to studying the New Nation, The West or as a part of  a culmi-
nating activity either for a unit on The West or the year of  study.  There are connections to Winthrop’s “city upon a hill” as 
well as Hoover’s “rugged individualism”. The article may need to be excerpted because of  its length or it could be divided up 
among the students in a jigsaw approach. Students could identify the characteristics and research for examples, in history, that 
either support or refute Turner’s thesis. The concept of  American exceptionalism doesn’t start with Turner, nor does it end 
there, and the relevance of  the thesis today could be a great topic of  discussion or structured debate. 
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American Character
Compelling Questions 

What is an American?

How did the frontier help create American 
identity?

How was democracy enhanced with The 
Westward Movement?

How have historians supported or refuted 
Frederick Jackson Turner’s thesis?

Question Focus Example 
The frontier gave Americans their identity.

Westward settlement/expansion made Americans exceptional in the world.

The cowboy was the quintessential  
symbol of the American frontier.
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Instructional Tasks
❖	 Task 1. Wrestle with an Argument: Close 	
	 Reading of  an Argumentative Text 
❖	 Task 3. Unpack the Points
❖	 Task 13. Form/Content/Context
❖	 Task 18. Sow, Sew, So What?
❖	 Task 22. Structured Academic Controversy
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